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FORT ATTACKED
1N DEAD OF NIGHT

Land Forces Score Great
Victory In Hampton
Roads.

BAY -ABLAZE WITH -
FLASHING GUNS

Invading Fleet Annilfilated By
Rain of ‘Shells From Forts.
Vessels Crept Up Stealthi-
ly in Heavy Fog—Great
Mortars Used for
First Time.,

* {Bpclal Over Iwong Distance 'Phone
From o Btaf Corrcspondent)

FORT MONROE, June 133 A, M.—
Fort Monroo {8 being attacked, The bay
le ablaze with the fiush of brosdafdes,
and  the roar of the grent guns huas
startled (ho nelghboring towns from thelr
slumbers,  Bevernl ships have been sunk
or blown up by mines. The assaultl,
though o liurpr]_su, has bheen vigorously
repilued. . ;

The iirat shot was flred at 2:23 A, M.
Heavy ridn had been falling throughout
the night, and, though the down-pour
had ‘geased. n thick mist from:the sea
hung over the field of operations and
screened the movements of the invaders,
The searchlights  worked bLut = poorly
through the fog. One from Willoughby
Bpit ‘ang threk from Fort Monroe were
turned upon the mist, hut with jndifferent
siccess. The fleet had érept within six
miles hefore It was located, and even
then the boom. of 4 gun was the: firat
indleation of Its presence. Twelve shots
wuere fired before the  forts answered,
Then Fort Humphrey blazed, and an
instant later all  the. land guns were
spltting fire vigorously 'In the dirpction
‘of the enemy. |

Saw Them in Mists.

‘The veseelgs were ‘dimly. diecernible In
tha mist. Without lights they stole into
the bay, hldden behind a tug towing two
large coal harges, | The white ‘Texas
enma first, then the old wooden crulser
FHartford, ‘the dispatch bont Chesapeake
and one torpedo baat, which wag nesting
in behind the fug.

The ling halted just oul of reach of the
gearchlighfs md opened fire. The Ughta
were instantly | turned stealght “in the
ajr. to prevent. them from proving .an
easy mork. The little scout: bont from
the fortd sought refuge bahind the Rip
Raps, and a moment’ later tho  battle
Wiy O, i 3

The scenn was wonderful. “At one in-
atant an' Inky blocknéss shrouded every
{neh - of the bay. Suddenly A blinding
fingh would light up the scene with the
iniensity, of the noondny sun, an®then
all would be black and gulet again’ for
o breath, Thp almost censeless roar kept
up from land and seqx until finally the
fleot was In full view. The ghips dashed
by within two miles of the fort, Lie
Texas still lending, and the others fol-
lowing one nfter another. Tha little tor-
pedo boat, was plunging at the rate of
twenty-five miles an' hour.

The  huge  mortars from  the forts,
throwing 1.000-pound projectiles, used for
the first time, pounded the ficet Lo atoms.
The mines sown in the harbor then, blew
up what was left of it, Then forts were
victorlous, The land was safe, and the
terrified people went back to bed to slum-
ber peacefully ngain,

The annthilated fleet dlsappenred behind
Lhe Rip-Raps, the.yvessels sonding up eol-
ored rockets as they went, Indleating
that they were through for the night.
There are 8lgna of activity from another

quarter. It ls suspected that anpther dl-
vislon of tho enemy i8 approaching. The
fortg are ready for (t.

The' attack 18 n grent surprige.  The

conditlon of Lthe wenther 8 deeldedly
favonble (o the fleet, which ewecessfully
velled Its bperations behind the almost
impenetrable fog, Resides it haod been
whispered ahrond here that the attock
would be mnade on Washington to-night.

Tow, If nny, suspecied the real move-
ment, | Bo confldent waro we' that the
eapital  wag  the objectlve that many

newspaper men caught early night trafhs
for Washington, It Is still belleved that
a portlon of the fleet went north, {
P

SLEEPLESS' NIGHT
'AWAITING ATTACK

Forts on Qui Vive for Sign of
Enemy—Searchlights at
~Worlk,

(Bpeclal ¥rom p Btaff Correspondent.)

MORT MONROL, VA, Junc 12,—Tho
Merce dogs of war were unchiined last
night ot midnlght, In an instant, lghts
flashed peliind all the batterles, o dozen

fashlghts mode the bay os lght almpst®

ad day, und the Incessunt witch began
Tthat will end only at midday Baturday:

The garvison at the fort was all on
edge with pntleipation, and Colonel Potls
confidently expected on attack,

Deglrg I8 not nlways fullllled, however,
ng matter how worthy; for the defense,
ke a modest malden, must patlently, If

- pnxlously, keep qulet pnd nwalt advances,
.otten hiodtlle, you for the most part ending
i pence,  Last ‘night the fort gave evl-
denges of willlngness, Tor her scout
boate stened far out towards the capes,
~and her searchlights Indleated the chan-
nel, for the approach ' of the attacking
‘fleet, pnd yot! not o omove wos made
by Admiral Dickeng's  squaidron,

Now and then o salling vessel or n
pasping tug or Blenmer would be !'ploked
up'! by the grent white columns of the
genrchlights, which - held nnd ' followed
thelr vietlm mercllessly until the mine
fleld had been posscd,

Pilots Indignant,

The Indlgnation of the pllots was Juugh-
able, for with such powerful glare held
upon the bont 1t wae:ilmost Impossible
1o navigate, and the sharp, qulek blasts
of tho whigtle sounded ke ungry en-
treaties to po!let alone,

In Fort Monroe, eentrled were posted
overywhere with orders so strlet  that
no gng oy nllowed 1o maye about with-
out o pess algned by He conunandant

{Conlluued on Becand Fage.)

ADMIRAL DICKINS’S SQUADRON UNEXPECTEDY ATTACKS
| ~ BALTIMORE, BUT THE FORTS Q

COVERED MILE
1N 28 SEGONDS

Pennsylvania = “Flyer” " Accom-
plishes Amazing Speed in
' Race to West..

RAILWAY RECORDS BROI_(_EN:

Average Specd of Mile a Min.ulc'
_Easily Maintained for Long
Distances. "

_Soﬁle ! Fé?:t Records.

the rfastest regular scheduled long
distance tralns in the world is as

'A'VEI‘LAGH specd’ per hour made by

follows: ;
Pennsylvania Speclal—New York to
Chlcago, 3.4 miles......c.. i 62.4

Pennsylvania Speclal-New York to

Pittsburg, #3064 miles. .o . M3
Sud Express—Parls to Bayonne, 45
T | B e T L 63.0
Empire State Express—New York to

Buffalo, 458.6 miles veres 53,2
East; Express—London to nburgh,

e T L S L 1
West Coast Express—London to Glas-

gow, 401 mlles. s Fadiaead s I A |
Twentleth - Century d—Noew

York to Chicago, BiLE6 miles (sched-

ule ot yet In fOree). .o eaias 063.4

The Pennsylvanin “Flyer,'' in makling
up lost time yesterday, roced for miles
al a speed of from 4 to 50 seconds, An
average specd of a mile o minute was
easlly maintained over long stretches ot
track.

(By Assoclated Press.)

FTORT WAYNE, IND., June 13.—=The
westhound Pennsylvania “Flyer!' passed
through to-day seventcen minutes late,
but the train was running on schedule
at Plymouth. The 131 miles from Creait-
n

ling, 0., to TFort Wayne were run
115 mlnutes, The fastést time wns made
near Ada, O, where three miles were

covered In elghty-five meconds or at the
rate of a mile In twenty-elght and one-
third secongs, breakings=srll “world's rall-
way spoed records,  Thig,de.at the rate
of 127.3 miles an hour, i :

Terrific Speed,

(By 'Associated Fross)
CHICAGO, June 12—0n
from New York, the FPennsylvania Rall-
rond's elghteen hour "Flyer,’ the fasteat
long distance trajn In the world, arrlved
in this city at 8:62 o'clock thls morning,
three minutes nhead of schedula time,
In order to nccomplish this: féat, extra-
ordinary  achicvaments in the way of
fast running wero necessary,  After Jeav-
ing Pittsburg, the tender of tha blg
Atlantio ' ‘type engine, which had beén
attnolied ot thateity for the run to
Cresiline, Ohlo, developed ig’ hot bhox
nbout ‘twenly miles east of Mansfield,

(Continued on Elglith Page.)

(LI IPPAOES PLI
"FOR LEGISLATIE o0

To Have Upper and Lower House
With' Emperor at' Head,
Epoch-Making Move,

(3y 'Assoclnted Preas,)

87, PETHERBBURG, Juna 12,—Tho Rus:
sinn experiment o parlinmentarism will
begin in Septomber, . The Asspelated Press
ls: now In & positlon to make. this posls
tive announcement, The Bmperop hag

already. glven his approval to the sehome:])

now boing Anally. but formally. reviowsdl
by tho Councll of Blute for i Dlenmeral
legisintive  body,  conglsting of @ Jower
house called the Gosudarstyennale Duma,
STmperial Duma'' and an upper house,
Gosudarstyennnale Bovet, or the present
councll of the emplire,  with power, to:
furmulate leglslation, ‘dlaeuss the budset,
Interpellnte minlaterd, ote., but rederving
Inthe "Bmperar's own hands the, flnal
authority. The cleotlons: wlll take placo
during the coming summen; Vo

The Gaditano  Sunlk,
(Bpecial - to Thd  Times-Dispateh,)
TORT TAMPA, FLA,, Juno 1&—The Bpanlsh
steamer Gadltano, Jotely. sunk at’ Fort Ingits,
hee been raised: Bnd brought herp!in tew of
ihi lug Hescue, Bho will procegd |nopoweek
9 Hewporg Newk 0 0T et

v b s

It= initinl run’

DESPERNTE DUEL

Family Fet,i'd i|'1'f|1‘enncsscc 'Enfds_
in Death Grapple in Black-'
it Shon i

ONE FAMILY IS WIPED OUT

Will and John Ho'lan'l the Last
.ol Treir Name, Iixtept
' ‘Their-Parents.

-

2 ; By A.llioc nted Priss.) £k
KNOXVILLE, TENN., June 12—Three
men! mot  instantdeath and &  fourth
was ' fatdlly  wounded in a' duel fought
to-day In a blacksmith shop.dt Thorn
Hill, four miles from
Tenn.; ‘and sixty miles northeast of this
city. i

Tho' dend’ men -are: - John and Wil
Holland, brothers, and Wil Bundgren,
all | while and members of well-known
tfnmilies. The wounded man i3 Clint, Win-
kle, a negro, supposed’ to have heen In
the employ of Bundgren.

Enmity has exlaléd betweon the Hol-
land and Bupdgren familles for the past
I tour years. It grew out of the killlng
of Colonel John Crozier by Bruce Bund-
gren, father of the man killed to-day,
for which erime the elder Bundgrsn is
serving n life senténee In the peniten-
tiary. Trouble which threatened Sunday
was avolded, but to-day Bundgren, ac-
companied by the negro, entared the
hlocksmith shon of the Honllands, and
after a few words, firing began. Twenty
shots were fired, and.when the smoke had
oleared away, three men lay dead on tha
finor of the shop and the fourth was
mortally wournded, ' The Hollands used
Winchesters, and Bundgren and Vinkle
used plstols. 5

~v'i1l Holland' and Bundgren were mar-
rled ‘men, aged 3 'and 25, respectively,
John Helland  wag 25 and unmarried.
The death of the Hollands wipea out the
entire: fumily with the exceptlon of the
parents. 4 4
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MCGROCCO GRANTING

CONCESSIONS TO KAISER

c ) tmes-Dispateh  and
ity ('uh;‘\iowf?}::l‘b? i?emlil.) b "
(Copyright, by the New York Hernld Co)
TANGIER, June 12,—According to re-
ports from o private authoritative source,
the Governor of Morocco has granted o
“contract for the ‘construction of 'a new
port and new docks at Tangler to o
German company. It 18 genern_lly' ho-
leved Germany wil obtaln new ‘conces-
gions from the Sultan for p simllar pup

pose in the near futlire. »

il e b S
Richmonders' in New York.

(Bpecinl to The Times-I¥ispnich.)
NEW YORK, June 12, —DBrpadwny  Contral,
W, B Russell and wite; St Denls, O, W,

it, R, Trowhrldge nnd wife]

atghinsor
Hutah! Tmperial,

Tifth Avel B Allan, Jr PR
Camphell; Yor . O, Millery Hoffman, °J, M,
Staymnan and wife; Novarre, 1L L, Iioon-

verg; Hossmore, 0, A, KKeen,

—_—

| POINTER ON THE WEATHER

AST—For
75

70 Tuenday and
Wednesday: Virs
& I nln=Cenernlly,
65 fulr Tuesday nnd
Wednesday; varls
60 able winds: North
Cunrollno—Falp
Tuesday In inten
55 lov, elearing . on
. the coast; Weds
nesdny falr; Hght
50 « northwest  winds,
becoming  varlas

ble, :

. GONDITIONS YESTERPAY,:

Rlehmond's  westher was  warm ond
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GANIZING
TRUST (0.

Wil Be Largest Concern
. oflts.Kind In the

CLEVELAND WRITES '
- WARNING PEOPLE

Control of ‘Subsidiary Companies
By, Equitable Will*Pg Elimi-
‘nated“Ryan’s Stffement and
the Ex-President’s*Letter.

What New Movement :. © =

!Really Means. = i+

(By Assoclated Presa.)

NEW YORK, 'June 12.—The-organization
of the largest trust company in the United
States, and one of the largest fnanclul
inaetitutions of the world, wis suld lo-
dny- to he a part of the plan of Thomas
¥. Ryan in negotiating the purchase of
the stock of the Equitable: Life Assur-
ance  Boclety held by Jomes -H, ‘Iydo,
Mr, Ryan'® plan was reported to-day to
be. to.consolidate the Idquitable  Trhst
Company, the Mercantile Trust Company
and the Morton Trust Company, all of
this city, with the lnst nomed in control
Tt is expécied that this would result in
creating o finpneial institetion witl de-
posits second only to those of (he Nu-
tional Clty Bank of this city, which has
deposits of  §185,06,00. The deposits of
the  proposed Consolidoted Trust Com-
pany  would amount to  §160,000,000,  the
capital stock' to §7,000,000, and the sur-
plus  to $22,700,000. : :

Mr. Ryan's plan was reported to-Soy
to eontemplate also the eliminntion of
the control of gubsidlary' companies by
the Equltable Life Assuranco’ Bociely.

. Ryan's Statement,

In respoylsc to o request for further
details. concerning the purchage of  the
Flyde rtock, Mr, Iyan gave out the
following statgment: |

“The purchase ol the stock wns ab-
solute pnd free from any condition or
ccommitment as to future nctlon,

Y“The general condltions ‘of the trug.
teeship ‘of the stock hiave olready been
announced o' the letter to Mr, Cleve-
land,

“The doed of trust 1s now  holpg
prepured, and wlll be made publle In
due course,' -
Chalrmpan. Morton has prepored oo elp-

culnr letter to the soclety’s  genernl
agonls, Informing them offleindly’ of his
electlon with plenary powersd,  He quoles
from tha letter of Mr. Ryan dealing with
tho trusteeship, und Intimates that the
plang of retrenchment, while of aweeping
charpcter, will not g0 §50 far as to re-
gtriet expenditures calenluted to pdd to
the soclety's buslness,
Cleveland's Letter,

Former ‘Prosident Clevelund has wrll-
ten n lettor to 'homas 1IN, Byon conceri-
ing the trusteeship of the slock of the
Jnuitable, which hie accepts, The lattor
wig made publle to-day, and s in part
ng follows;

“After g litte reflectlon, I haove
determined T ought to nceept this ger-
“vipe, I pssume this ‘duty upon the
express conditlon thit sa far ns the
trustees ore to e vested with dig-
cretion 1o the suleetlon ot dlvectors,
they nre to Dbe absolutely frea and
undisturbied in the exerclse of their
judgment; und tlut, 50 far ng Moy are
to net formally in vollng ' for tho
directors conesded to polieyholders, o
folr und undoubted expression of pol-
feyhalding eholeo will be fortheoming,

Hhn yvory - genersl anxlety aroused
by the reeont unhnppy dlssuns|ons il
the manngement of the Dguliable Ho-
cloty furnishes proof of the near re-
latlonship of our people to lfe Insur-
anee, These digsenstons have not only
{iifured the falr fame of the compuny
Immediotely affected, Lot hoye im-
padred poputar filth and confldence in
tho mecurTly of o, Insurnnee. itsell,
-uu n proyision far thogs who, In thou-
gunds of coses, would ba . otherwlso
helploss agalngt the ‘urtilictive vigtin-
tlons of fute

WPhe chor r of thls businees I8
guch that those who mannge and df=
ract 1p are eharged with o grave trust
for (hoge who necessarily must rely

;Conﬁx?t:;:l_;_'ﬁ!umh Puge) |

L

SELECT SITE FIR
G SohO0L

Finance Committee Pratically
Decide on: Woman's
College.

CONFER WITH SCHOOL BOARD

.‘: .

% The Commlttes on Finanoe met yestor-
day afterncon  In secrot scssion to take
up  the'wvarious questions. rolating. to- the
proposed naw High School bullding, and
whiile the members declined Lo dlscuss
the deliberntions of tho mecting with
representatives 'of) the press, It moy be
stated upon  authority that the body
practically  determingd: to purchase the
Waoman's Collego sita for the structure.

Agaln, IL_I:s true, that the committes
ald not touch' the questlon of plans in
auy remote  form, and - declded before
taking definite nction on tho. question
of sito to invite the School Board to o
conference, ot o dato yet 'to ba named,
which will - be agreeable lo tha Intter
body. r

The walter of cost  was not consld-
ered except In o ocasunl ond unofficlal
way, ond it deyeloped: that the Floance
Commitiee, while reserving the right to
have o say 0 ol these matters will
yot bhe plensed o noave advice and co-
opuration 'from both the Sehool Boord
and the spealal joint comnities on tho
propoged new High Bchool  bullding.

The upshot of 1t all will Dbe, if pres-
ent Indlentions  ave  worth considecing,
thut the Woman's College slte 'wlll be
purchasged; that the coat' of tha entiro
bullding and lot will bo something " Hich
$300,000, and thot the Bryant plong will
ba finally clhiosen, upon which the struc-
ture will be modeled,

KICKED TO DEATH,

Fate of a Well-to-Do Business

Man of Charlotte,
(Bpeclal to The Tlmes-Dispateh,}

CHARLOTTE, N. ¢, June 12,—nrp, I
AL Dsborne, o well-to-do gracery mer-
chant of Charlette, died at his home, in
Dllworth, this aflernoon, as the result
of the kick of n horse,

Yesterdny morning, while Mre, Gsbornoe's
two horses wers grazing i the pusture
adjolning hls home, the owner, with the
Inteptlon of stabling the animols, cnught
one by the bridal and playiully slapped
the other on the tank, The horse turned
suddenty: and  kieked Mr. Osborno  vio-
lantly oo the right slde just above the
hip, e sufforod excrucluting pain until
this afternoon, when death 'brought - re-
Hef. H

Intornal injurles  were Inflleted, The
daocnged wid 07 yoars of ago and s sur-
vived by @ wife aud three childron,

WANT HELP
TO-DAY,

The 18 advertlsoinents for holp pub =
lshed 1o to-day's Limes-Dispatel oo
pege 10 wro an followa:

1 Ofiee, & Domostics.

& Trades, b Miscollnueous,

1 Agent, 1 Sulesmaun,

This net only Interest those oul of
work, but thoss deslring to hoprove
thele pogltlons. s well,

MISEVELT AT
COUNTRECHURGH

Came- Late, Sat Far Back and
Left Betore Conz
gratulation.

SENATOR MARTIN MADE A'CALL

(Spectal to The Times-Dispatch.).

SCOTTSYILLE, VA, 'June 13—Presl-
dent and Mrs. . Roogevelt, who have been
Alaylng ot what might be  called tho
littla ‘hmnting lodgo ' in tha' forests of
Albemarle, arose ot 0:80 Sunday morn-
ing and walked to Christ’ Church,-three-
quurters of u mile away. Services begin
thero at 11:30,  The Presldent  and hls
wife reached the cliurch alter the poo-
plo _hnd  aesembled, sat near the door,
and left before 'the rest of the congres
gatlon,  ©One of the Wilmer Ulrothers
accompanled  them @ home,  where thoy,
had lunch, and then frove to Red KNI,
where they took tho train for Waoashing-
lon,

Bverything In the way of entables wag
gant over from Plain Dealing, and, Mrs,
Twooseyelt  then  added the finlshing
touclies, :

Senator Mariin went to the Presldent's
home while lhe was at ‘church, so did
not find hlm nt honie, The President is
much plensed  with his  homo in  the,
woods, whleh, by the waoy, Iy, nt the
furthest lmit, only threa and one-halt
miles  from BeottsvRlgd: and' nof elght
miles .awny, ns goma of the other cor-
respondents inelst upon having It.  As
the bee flies, it {8 but two and one-half
miles, ond has been walked in twenty-
ong minutes, The writer hos been there
and knows theso facts to be true,

Mrs, A, G, Bell nnd dMrs, J, P Blalr
visited Bamont Friday ond wara inylted
1o osalst Inoostarting the machinery of
the now flouring mill there, Mlag Wil-
llams, of Eamont, pulled tha cord, ond
Mrs, Bell and Mra, Dlair presged  the
lovers, which set the machinery in ‘mo-
tion.

BURRONED. AR M
LISHED HI3 THROAT

Man, Claiming Danville, Va,, As
Home, Kills Himself in
Ohio Jail,

(Specinl to Tho Tlmaes-Dispnteh,)

NEWARK;, OO, Junc 13, —Maren
Kelly, aged torty-tive, wha claimed Dan.
ville, Vir,, 0g hig home, committed salelde
to-day In the Newark jull, Stepplng into
thie jull bath room, he cut his throat from
ear to eur with o razor borrowed from ‘o
tellow-prisoner,  IKelly's head was aligost
severed, and he dled Immediately,

Baturday the man was found naked,
wandering thiroughl the wouds neay Louls-
ville, Qhio, Whun arrested and brought
lere the prisoner sald ho lost hig clothing
Lrylng 0 eseupe from offleers who wanted
o 345 vewired oftored for s arrest, Kelly
wig Loy bu tried for (unsanity to-doy,
Nothing {8 'known of Kelly's  inmily.
When arrestod  Baturday  he vlu;}‘ﬁ to
have comy Irom | Plttsburg, but " to-day
gavo Dunvile, Vo, us hig reslienve, Of-
fleers ure endeavoring  to loeate Telns
tlves beforo burying his remalns,

e e —

English Exchanges Closed,

(Iy Assooluted Prosa.) !
CLONDON June 12.=All the London and
Tiverpgol anarkets wero closed  to-day,
this bolng Whit Monday, i

NOYS TO HIE
LENARY POWER
\GE DISGUSSED

President, Cassini and
Takahara Hold Confer-
« ance at White House.

WITTE ON WAY TO
UNITED STATES.

Both Nations Unfavorable o
Washington—Newport Be-
ing Mentioned.

RUSSIA OFFICIALLY
ACCEPTS PROPOSAL

Representatives. 'Will ' Be Em-
powered to Conclude Tempo-
rary Suspension of Hostill- -
ties—Feared Japan's Terms

May Be Exacting—Line-
vitch for War.

(By Asgocinted Prosa,) 1
WASHINGTON, June 12—0fflcial assur
anpe that the President’'s efforts to ‘I_:i‘f l
Russin and Japan together to disouss
pence’ will bo  crowned with sucéess
brought' to’ the White Houso to-
Count Cassini,! the Russian’ ambassador,
who called by appointment, and, .in the
nameg of Emparor Nicholas, formally ac-
copted | the Presldent's  “offer of gocd
will,™”

Ing the' confargnce was lssued ‘at the
White House: i et
“‘Ambassador. Cassinl, has called 287
“express the Rusgian government's as- |
sent to the President's proposition, and
10 state 'that they would appaint pleni-"
potentiaries | to 'meet! the 'plenipoten-
tlarlea of Japan' to'discuss the gues- *
tlon of peace.’ The placa’of mestin

s nt ‘present belng disgussed.’ |00
Will Not Select Washington. '’

Count Cassinl called ot the Whito House
agnin to-night by appointment’io) dircuss
with ‘the! President’ th in
F-place~tor the=
Count  Cnesinid iy
agreed, and that (s the undesirabil
TWashington
ence, though nelther: would opposa the
seloctlon of an Amerlean watering ploce,
and ameng thaose dlroady mentloned are
Newport and Manchester-by-the-Sca.

It '{s understood In high'officlall quar-
ters. here that Marquls Ito, Baron HKo-
nmiura, Minlster for Forelgn) Affalrs, and
Goneral Tnmugnta, chief of staff, areite
three under consideration by the Emperor

the inclination of tha belligerents is that
ench seloct two  plenipotentlaries. DL

tatlyely 'selected by Russla,

Ambassadors Meet,

Dulring the past two weoeks:the Presi-
dent's efforts hove beon directed toward
bringing tho belligerents | Inte amlcable
contact on the basls of a mutual agreo-
ment to conslder terma rof peaca,  This
ho accomplished finally to-day, It re-
maine now for the belligerent powers 'to
noama thelr plenlpotentinries and agrae
upon o time and plico for them to maeat
to digcose terms und to negotlate o treaty
of peace. . These detinlls are now under
considerntion, with n bright prospeckt
that such minor dliferences ns may exlst
will be resolved within a few days.

Conferences of' supremo Importance
wero held te-day in. Washington.
blug room of the Whito House was tho
soene, and Presldent Roogavelt,’ Count
Cagalnl, the Rusalan  ambasaador, and
Kogoro Takahlra, the Japanese minlstgr,
werg thp principal conferees. | Presldent
Roosevelt now has unequivocal assurances
from™ both Ruassla and Japan' of the ag-
ceptance’ of hls proposition that they,
enter on negotlitions for peace.

Tha Prosldent lHkewlso 1s nssured of the
abaolute - sincerity of. poth ‘governnzents
in pecedlng to hls suggestion,

Will Have Plenary Power,

Japan was the first of the two powers
to .indicate its accecptance of FPrealdent
Ttoosevelt's propositlon.  Tha formal re-
sponso to his identlcal note' of Thursdny
fust wns recclved from  the Japanecss
government  Saturdny, Informal  asaurs
anees of anoceptance of the Presldent's
supgestion  were recelved from the Rus-
slnn government o litdo later; but tha
nssurances from St Petersburg  wera
not of tho same definlte character as
had been recelved  from| Toklo, Early
to-dny Ambiasador Meyer, at Bt, Petera-
burg, informed this  government = that,
Russla  hod  peeepted  the Prasldent’s
propoaition, nnd weuld name representa-
tives with plenary powers to meet plenis
potentlaries ol Japan. While sntisfac-
tory, the responss of Husgln wna not in
the sama deflnlte form ns that of Japan,
It had been the expootation of tho Preal-
dent to publigh 'to’ the world the replies
of tha two governments to his identleal
notes, but under the clrcumstances thla
could not bo done,

In cdditlon to ndleating the nccepts
anco. by tho Russian government of
Presldent Hoosevelt's propositlon, Count
Cansslnl informed the President of Rus-
gli'n desires ng to the place of meeting
of "tho plenipotentinriea and named thoge
who probably would be delegated to reps
rosent  the  Russlin  Bmperor, At the
eonaluslon of the conferends, Count Can=
pinl declined to discuss for publication
tho detalla of hia Interview with Prosls
dent Rooseyelt, !

President As Intermediary,

moeting of tha plenlpotentlaries of the
two o govermments hus pot been
peleoted,
tadl and others of llke lmportance.
meodinry - batween
Indlented, her preference
the holding of the aon conférence; an
Japan, through Minkster Toakahira, ‘ha
auggested pnother,
clally that an agreement on tho place: of
holdlng | the conference may he
mined o Jooa Isw days, but no suggcd:

gholeg af elthur of the belllgorents is o

{alnable, It 18 known that nelther Wilah

wos
». by

Bo- molectlon . of ia

for - .a midsummer confor-

of ‘Jopan .as. plenjpotentiarios, and that'

Nelldoff 13 understood to have been ten-

The

It can bo sald that the place of the

finally
In the arrangement of this de--
Pres= .
fdent’ Roosovelt i8 acting ng an Inters|.
Ruasis and  Japhn.
Russla, through Ambassndor Cassind, has .
for one plaea far

It s Intlmated offi-:
daters

ton except of negatlve character of the

The tollowing offlcial stolement rogard-




